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May 2026 

 

WELCOME       

Michelle Greenberry, LD and Mids BACC 
Rep 

Hi everyone, I pray that God has blessed you 
richly and that you are able to find peace in all 
that you do for HIM – especially in prayer. 

Last year we had a beautiful Cursillo weekend 
with staff old and new (experienced and 
rookies). Beautiful, open hearted, Pilgrims 
were held by the Holy Spirit and found much 
to think on. It was an absolute joy for the 
staff to see such growth and workings of our 
Lord – exhausting for everyone as normal, but 
fantastic. Bishop (Retd) Peter Hill presented 
the last talk and conducted the Closaura and 
we were all blown away by the insight he had 
and understanding of Cursillo and the pilgrims. 
We were definitely blessed by God over the 
weekend and since.  

Since then, we have and are still aiming to 
have ultreya’s every month, as well as 
encouraging areas to continue or start local 
group reunions – this is where we can keep 
supporting one another, delve deeper into our 
relationship with God and one another, to 
walk the path He has for us. 

In November we had our AGM with Christmas 
dinner – Thank you Mal! Please see Dian’s 
comments below! 

 

 
BACC conference 2026 
 
Every 2 years BACC hold a conference in order 
to foster discussion of current issues, share 
best practice and plan for the future, along 
with cursillistas from across the country. 
Places are initially offered to Lay 
Directors, Spiritual Directors, and BACC 
Reps from each diocese and province, as well 
as national officers and members of the 
Standing Committee; then available places are 
offered to any Cursillista who wishes to 
attend. 2026 is the year of the BACC 
Conference which is taking place at Highgate 
House, Grooms Lane, Creaton, Northampton 
NN6 8NN. from Friday 8th May to Sunday 10th 
May 2026. More details below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
"And Something to ponder on" 

from Dian Harrison 
 

I was stopped me in my tracks during the 
singing of a hymn I didn't know, in church on 
Sunday. 
It was by Frederick Faber, and my thought to 
ponder on is: 

 
"There is no place where earth's sorrows are 

more felt than up in heav'n" 
Ultreya – St Mary’s East Leake – Sat 25th Apr 2026 
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Witness Talk –   JOHN O’Nions   Luke 7:36-50 &  Galatians 2 v 15-21 

My Name is John, a believer, a follower of Christ, a cursillista and one who first experienced 
Cursillo some 42 years ago when commencing my reader training back in 1984.  
Now I don’t know about  how you came to make your decision to attend Cursillo, whether you 
were excited, just plain curious about it or like me reluctant even to the point of being resistant 
about it.  
I confess, initially I wasn’t keen, I didn’t think it was for me. I was already aware, or so I thought  
that I knew about God’s love for me. Eventually I let go and said yes for that Cursillo changing 
experience to also work in me. 
My weekend was truly life changing, it stripped me of my human arrogance of what I thought I 
knew so well about my faith, as it did my preconceived ideas of what God’s love was about. That 
weekend, I learnt something that to this day I still carry in my heart and mind. Truths from God, 
some which were revealed to me over that weekend and some given later in my journey of faith 
when  God knew I was ready to receive them.  
You see whilst God does indeed give us free choice to choose or refuse him, having chosen to 
follow him, he does not give us freedom or license to use his name to submit others to our will; 
for our God is a God of freedom and love, not control. We are not given permission to make him 
fit into our way of thinking of who he is, or us believing we can know all of what he is capable of.  
Our loving God is so much more than our minds can contemplate or understand. Our God knows 
our frailties, that it takes time for us to fully grasp the magnitude of God’s love for us. Which is 
why he only gives us what we need at the time we need it, something I have come to learn over 
many years.   
During my life, I have been inspired by many things, I’ve seen God at work in many parts of the 
world. Yet, attending my first Cursillo, living the experience in the fullness of God’s love, love 
offered in abundance to me is something that will remain with me all my life. Relived through the  
sharing of that joy in the years that followed, in the many subsequent Cursillos I later staffed on.    
These were heady days for me and all those who were called to those early Cursillos, indeed for 
the whole of  the Southwell Diocese. As the word about Cursillo got passed on it bought 
candidates from all corners of the Diocese queuing up for inclusion in the 3 weekends a year we 
ran then.  In our early years, the  numbers attending approached and often exceeded some 30 
per weekend. Launde was often full to bursting as one weekend experience begat another, as 
those returning from it spoke to their churches of all that they had received and were eager to 
pass it on.  
Here in St Mary’s we were no different, indeed as I reflect on it the Holy Spirit working  thro’ 
Cursillo meant that in no time at all we had had some 40 cursillistas in our regular congregation of 
just over 100, all of which, living in the Holy spirit, fed a strong revival movement within our 
Church.   
Our worship then was filled with dancing, drama, moving testimonies from young and old alike, 
fellowship groups sprung up and relationships were formed that last to this day and our Church 
was united and alive and above all joyful. It  grew strong in faith, the spirit leading us to reach out  
as we were invited lead worship in other Churches across Nottingham, bringing many people to 
Christ for the first time even leading in a number of them going on to ordination. 
I have also learnt in my journey of faith, those Cursillo inspired mountain top experiences don’t 
last forever, indeed,  my life in the years that followed, seems to be forever looking up and 
wondering however did I ever scale those heights and how do I get back to them. Perhaps for 
some of you here today, you too share this thought, and it strikes a chord in you.    
Which is why I want to encourage you as to why we who have experienced the wonder of God’s 
grace and love through the eyes of Cursillo, should always be ready to share our faith with 
everyone we meet. Ready for action, and expect to see God working great things in our lives and 
of those around us.  
I said earlier, that on my first cursillo weekend I learnt about  the depth of God’s love for me, 
what I didn’t know at the time but have learnt over the many years that have followed I have 
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come to know that God gave me many other promises, one of which I share with you now, which 
is his  message of love for us all, remains as young and fresh as it ever was and Cursillo as part of 
God’s plan for his people  will adapt and evolve to become what is needed and required to be. 
Whenever I forget this truth, I am reminded to reflect on the reading  from Luke’s Gospel we 
heard read. What I have come to realize over the years, just what is contained in this scripture,  
for it speaks to me about faith and what can be achieved for those who accept it and live by it.   
Verses reminding us of our human nature, which tells me that, however much I might try to 
fashion my outward appearances, inwardly, perhaps there are times when I’m too much like the 
Pharisee, Simon, for comfort. 
You see, If  I’m  really honest with myself, and more importantly, honest to God, this is something 
I know  already. I know that in my heart there are  dark recesses where my base nature lives 
unseen and unknown by anyone but myself and God. Yet Luke’s great message in those verses 
today takes account of that and  is not one  of condemnation, but one of Hope.  It’s, this that 
inspires me  to accept my failings;  God’s message of love covers me when I surrender myself to 
God’s mercy. 
When I consider the unknown woman in Luke’s story,  often I see myself in it. Whenever, because 
of my human frailties life becomes difficult, I remind myself that like this woman,  the only person 
left, who will lift me out of my doubts and  despair and give me  back my life is our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus    I know  that I will never be rejected by our loving father, if I will but call upon 
him.      
I invite you all to take that thought in,  just pause for a moment to drink in all of the sweetness of 
that promise, what it means for you as it does me,  that even with our warts and all, we can be 
certain that God will keep his promises of a life in him, filled not with despair but with hope. 
I am all too  aware of how easily it can be for the light which shone brightly in me, perhaps you 
too when  first we  came to the Lord and again when experiencing Cursillo can sometimes without 
us even realizing, become  dimmed.    
In that dimming, follows fearfulness, we become tired and hesitant of our faith, especially when 
speaking with non-believers. We can allow the problems of the world and our everyday life to drag 
us down so that the joy and light of our faith is all but extinguished - leaving nothing for others to 
see.  
If this sounds like you and you find yourself in a dark place, and your flame of faith is guttering , 
like I did when my beloved wife Chris was called home on the 17th June 2023 into God’s heaven , 
MANY DARK AND DESPARATE DAYS and months FOLLOWED AS I CLUNG in sorrow TO MY FAITH 
both in the scriptures and IN OUR LOVING FATHER God, may I suggest you read again this 
passage from Luke’s gospel,  for this story, dare I suggest is not only my story, perhaps it’s your 
story too, if so come and share God’s love in his redemption and forgiveness with me.   
I truly believe that God wants us to show his redeeming love to everyone we meet, for this is 
what will draw others to him. Not just by our good deeds important though they are, but in our 
retelling of what he has done for us and continues to do for us; with conviction in our voices and 
with joyful optimism.   
I am convinced that this is how God will continue to use Cursillo , as in him, he will use you and I  
to revive one another and in doing so, our churches and send out the message that in Jesus Christ 
all are called. Even now in old age, my Christian calling remains 
as strong as ever, like witnessing to my choir friends, my 
swimming friends or people I just meet I have found that God still 
uses me in all situations,  my body may fail me now and it does,  
but my God never does. 
So this is why through my long journey as a cursillista, I still feel 
so excited and optimistic for the future in our Christian faith,  I 
pray you feel it too, for there is much work to be done!    Ultreya! 
 
SA’s Response – Michelle Greenberry 
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Thank you John for a lovely witness talk –  

We can see that you have been richly blessed By God through Cursillo, And in turn, you are a rich 
Blessing to others you meet and interact with. 

First. Wow! 1984! 42 years a Cursillista, way to go! Congratulations. 

At the beginning of your talk. I was reminded of the phrase ‘Let go and let God’. Life is so much 
more enjoyable and richer when you do this. It is what God wants for us, His children. 

Now, I don't often use lots of Bible quotes, when I'm giving a talk, because normally the Bible has 
been read and I am explaining what I've learned about it. But as I read John's witness talk, There 
were so many wonderful passages that came to mind, I had to search them out and make sure I 
got the details correct. And in doing this I saw in the Bible, what John is speaking about: The 
constant youthfulness and Abundance of God's love, The certainty of hope and his presence with 
us always. 

So, John told us about his Cursillo weekend and God’s presence turning him around:  
 Proverbs 3:5-6: Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.  

We heard about how God has revealed things in His good time – when He knows we can cope, 
use it and maybe even understand it better. So, God’s timing:     
 John 13:7: 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, are you going to wash my 
feet?’ 7 Jesus replied, ‘You do not realise now what I am doing, but later you will understand.’  
And  John 16:12 ‘I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 

John spoke about the pureness of God’s love and how it takes time for us to begin to grasp it’s 
magnitude. Jesus tried to explain this to the disciples (and like them we are a bit thick at times 
too)  Luke 11:13: If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!’ 
 Luke 12:24: Consider the ravens: they do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; 
yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than birds! 

In this talk, John has spoken of the wonderful witness the cursillistas gave when they returned to 
their parishes after the weekends. It’s amazing, but where and when did the sharing back in the 
churches become difficult? We are not all evangelists, but we can speak of what we know. 
 Psalm 66:16:Come and hear, all you who fear God; let me tell you what he has done for 
me. 

We heard about difficulties in John’s life, but that he holds fast to the Hope we have in Christ. 
 Luke 7:50: Jesus said to the woman, ‘Your faith has saved you; go in peace.’  

So, again I thank John for his Witness and inspiration to see more, hope more and accept that we 
are valuable at every age we attain. It tells me that Cursillo has created a true ‘all age’ family of 
worship, discipleship, and confident believers to do what we hear God ask us to do. We are tasked 
by God through Cursillo to lift and help each other out of the dark places we fall into and bring all 
who will listen the Hope and Peace of the Love of Our Lord Jesus Christ. AMEN 
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PRAYER  

 

CURSILLO COURSE #78:  

Message from the Lay Rectors 
 
Dear Cursillista, 
 
Cursillo Weekend #78 will be at Launde Abbey on 13th - 15th August 2027 - not this year but 
next year! 
 
Bernard Ory and Jeff Moore are leading the Weekend and would like to ask you to put the 
dates in your diary now! 
 
Some of you will be asked to join the staff for the Weekend - we will be prayerfully choosing 
staff members in the autumn. But even if you don't join the staff, you may want to come to 
the Closing Service. 
 
We are hoping that you will talk to prospective pilgrims - so please ask them to note the 
dates as well. Maybe bring them along to an Ultreya and introduce them to the Cursillo folk. 
 
Please pray for all who will be involved in the next weekend.  
 
Bernard & Jeff 
 
 
PILGRIM PARTNERS/SPONSORS (BACC guidance) 
 
Partnering/Sponsorship is a great privilege and joy. It is also a considerable responsibility which 
requires thought, love and time.  
 
Pilgrim Partners /Sponsors are Cursillistas who:  

•  want to empower and equip Christians to be effective witnesses for Christ  
•  have completed a weekend and are active in the fourth day  
•  are willing to support and encourage their participant at every stage of their journey  

 
Participants are:  

•  baptised and communicant members of the Anglican and over 18 years of age  
•  committed Christians seeking renewal and growth in their discipleship  

 
PRAYER is essential as we take on this work of the Holy Spirit. The founders taught "Speak to God 
of men before speaking to men of God, always loving and respecting the privacy of others". It is 
also useful to talk with other people who know the person well - especially their parish priest.  
 
The participant should be free of stress and personal problems; ideal circumstances offered as a 
gift to the participants and the diocesan movement should aim to cover the initial weekend cost.  
 
A participant may only attend Cursillo if their priest or clergy team member, signs the Application 
Form (or Area Dean in a vacancy).  
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General Responsibilities of Pilgrim Partners/Sponsors  
A. Pre-Cursillo  
•  Assure participants that they may ask anything about the weekend. Answer truthfully and give 

them chance to read the information leaflets for themselves. There are no secrets on Cursillo.  
•  Continue to pray for the participant  
•  Seek the agreement of their parish priest or clergy team member. Assist, as necessary, with 

completing the application form.  
•  If possible, encourage the participant to make their Cursillo in their own Diocese.  
•  Ensure the participant has everything required for the weekend, including necessary 

medication etc., that they have details of the venue and the means to get there. Pilgrim 
Partners/Sponsors can offer to drive them there or make other arrangements as necessary.   

 
B. During the weekend  
•  Pray continually for the participant and send palanca - remembering that, first and foremost, 

palanca is prayer.  
•  Attend "Wake-up", where appropriate.  
•  It is essential that the Pilgrim Partners/sponsor attends the Closing Service of the weekend to 

provide the link between the participant and the fourth day community.  
 
C. After the weekend  
•  Contact the participant soon after the weekend assuring them of your continued prayer and 

concern. Listen to their experience!  
•  Consider sending a simple piece of Palanca in the week afterwards.  
•  Ensure the participant is introduced into a Group Reunion  
•  Offer to share transport to the first Ultreya after the Cursillo, make sure they are familiar with 

the format.  
•  Continue to support the participant. 

 
Partnering/Sponsorship is a very special ministry. Sensitively applied, it is the key to a strong and 
active 4th Day, which in turn is essential for the healthy development of an active Cursillo 
Movement.  
 
General Guidance  

•  It is not advisable to Pilgrim Partners/sponsor a candidate and be on team at the same 
time. If this is unavoidable a co-sponsor should be chosen.  
•  Pilgrim Partners/Sponsors should not sponsor more than two people each weekend. 
 

 

ULTREYA GB 2026 

Please pray for the Chichester Cursillo community as they plan and work on the Ultreya GB 2026. 
And please pray about joining us there. Let me know if you would like me to find a lift for you to 
Chichester and I will do my best. A few of us are already booked into hotels for the weekend. 

5th September 2026: 
hosted by Chichester Diocese. 

Full details and booking form click here 
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STUDY CORNER  

God on Mute By Pete Greig (Author) 

What a relief I felt when I was introduced to a book by Pete Greig, 'GOD ON 
MUTE' I was plagued by conflicting thoughts on why God didn’t answer my 
prayers even though I prayed consistently and passionately. Here was a book that 
enabled me to think it through and understand  possible reasons why God appeared to be mute. 
Pete Greig is a senior pastor to The Emmaus church and founder of the 24/7 Prayer Movement. It 
was written out of the pain of watching his wife fight for her life and enabled him to step into the 
dark side of prayer, emerging with a hard won message of hope, comfort and profound biblical 
insight for all who suffer in silence. 
In the foreword written by Rt Rev Justin Welby, Justin says, 'One of my experiences of reading 
God on Mute is that I keep thinking 'Oh, that’s me!' 
Yes, I wholeheartedly agree. Definitely a book to read and reread when that doubt creeps in. 

Angela Simcox 

 
Personality and Prayer Paperback  by Ruth Fowke (Author) 

“What you've learned about praying may be your biggest hindrance to a natural, 
enjoyable prayer life - one that matches your preferred ways of communicating. 
This book will help you discover the ways, places and times to pray that best 
suit your personality and your changing needs”.    
 Highlighted by the vicar of St Peter’s Toton, as a real insight and release 
to pray in a manner that suits the individual. 

 
ACTION   

UltreyaGB -in Durham September 2025  
 
Durham is a wonderful place and very beautiful. We had the ultreya in the 
Methodist centre and then met up again for the walk of witness around 
the cathedral before going inside for the Eucharist service. Although 
Durham is quite a distance from most diocese, there were plenty of 
Cursillistas attending and were offered a guided tour of the Cathedral and 
chapels – very interesting.  

Unfortunately,  I was the only person from Southwell and Nottingham 
Cursillo – thus the picture of me with the banner, speaking to Peter, a 
new friend from last year’s CLW. The cohort from Derby had their banner 
but no-one to carry it, so I asked Peter, although he is from East Anglia, 
would he carry it for them and he agreed. What a lovely man! He must be because he’s a 
cursillistas!!             
 That’s what’s so brilliant about the National Ultreya – you meet the wider family and share 
the passion for Cursillo and how fellow Christians live their lives loving and ‘working’ for Lord and 
Saviour. 

Michelle	at	Durham	2025	Walk	
of	Witness 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Ultreya and social Programme for 2026 

8th-10th May BACC conference at Highgate House, Northampton NN6 8NN 

30th May  Bring and Share lunch followed by an Ultreya 1.30pm.    
  St Edmunds church, Mansfield Woodhouse, NG19 9JY  

27th June  Bring and Share lunch followed by an Ultreya 1.30pm,   
  St John’s Carrington, Mansfield Road, NG5 2DP 

24th-26th July  Retreat Weekend (not a course) at Launde Abbey, Leics. LE7 9XB 

15th Aug  Ultreya & BBQ, 12.30pm Toton Methodist church, Toton NG9 6GA 

5th Sep Ultreya GB 2026 will hosted by Chichester Diocese; details on BACC Web 
https://chichestercursillo.co.uk/ultreya-gb-2026/			(Ultreya	GB	–	an	annual	full	day	gathering	for	all	
Cursillistas	from	all	dioceses,	irrespective	of	whether	Cursillo	is	active	in	their	diocese	or	not). 

Sep or Oct  Full day talks, activities and Ultreya @ Claypole date tbc 

21st Nov AGM and lunch, 12.30pm St Peter’s Church Toton NG9 6EN 

 
The British Anglican CURSILLO® Council  BACC 

BACC Conference  Friday 8th May - Sunday 10th May 2026 

Highgate House, Grooms Lane, Creaton, Northampton NN6 8NN 

Cost per person £280 day delegate £45  

Details of how to pay will be given to you once your place has been confirmed. Please do not send 
payment until your place is confirmed. 

Conference Theme "Let's Fly - Those who wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength" 

The Conference will include time to pause, reflect and wait on God together, personally for each 
one of us, and as a movement; to face together the reality of the struggles many of us face in 
sustaining and commending Cursillo; and to grapple with issues of common concern. 

We very much hope that you will want to join us, bringing your own experiences, perspectives and 
insights as we seek the flourishing of British Anglican Cursillo in the years to come. 

Applications. To apply for a place please visit  https://anglicancursillo.uk/conference-2026/  

Please also remember to tick the "Lunch on Friday?" box if that applies to you. 

To inform us of any allergies or other dietary requirements please use the "Any other info / 
requests?" section of the online form. 

If you have any questions, please email us at conference@anglicancursillo.org 
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Cursillo Workshops (CLW) 

If you are on or planning to be on the secretariat and have not done the CLW course in the last 5 
years, then the CLW course is for you. You should let the LD know and the Secretariat of 
Southwell and Nottingham Anglican Cursillo may sponsor your attendance. The Cursillo Workshop 
(previously known as CLW – “Cursillo Leaders’ Workshop”) is a weekend course for existing 
Cursillistas about Cursillo itself and how to effectively lead it. 

23 October 2026 to 25 October 2026 
at Pleshey Retreat Centre, Chelmsford CM3 1HA 

5 March – 7 March 2027 
at Wydale Hall, Scarborough, YO13 9DF 

Application forms for CLW can be downloaded from the BACC website. 

WHO SHOULD ATTEND A CLW? 
The CLW is for all who want to know more about Cursillo. All are welcome, lay or ordained. Those 
who have any leadership role should certainly attend before, or as soon as possible after taking 
office. 
 

WHAT IS INCLUDED? 
An opportunity for sharing in worship & fellowship, hearing talks on the following and discussing 
their content with people from other diocesan / provincial movements: 

• The Purpose of Cursillo including: Cursillo and the fundamentals of Christian Living 
• The Church and the place of the movement 
• Forming a Movement including: The Fourth Day First, The Groups – Reunion and Ultreya, 

Spiritual Direction 
• Making the Movement Work including: The Servant Community, The Pre-Cursillo, Authentic 

Cursillo, The Cursillo Leader 
• Looking Ahead 
• Taking the information and ideas back to the diocese and sharing them with the leaders 

there. 
 

DETAILS 
CLWs run from 5.30pm on the Friday evening to around 2.00pm on Sunday. The full cost of the 
weekend is £250 which includes board and room. A £100 per person non-returnable deposit is 
required on booking. The balance is due one month before the week-end. It is recommended that 
private holiday insurance is obtained. Please send application forms to the CLW Administrator (see 
below for contact details). 
 
Bookings should be made via the booking form no less than 2 months before the weekend and 
places are allocated on a first come first served basis. (Though last minute places are sometimes 
available – contact the CLW Administrator to enquire). Application forms can be downloaded from 
the BACC website.  
 
These two days are a lifting up of the ideals of the Cursillo method. A CLW can be an inspiring and spiritual 

experience but does not attempt to repeat the Cursillo Weekend experience. 
Why not come and share your experience of Cursillo, and learn from others? CLW is an invaluable tool in 

growing the Cursillo Method.  

CLW Administrator: Email: clwadmin@anglicancursillo.org.uk 

CLW Convenor: Adrian Trotter Email: clw@anglicancursillo.org.uk 
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SNAC SECRETARIAT NEWS 

We are arranging Ultreya’s across the county and we would really like to host reunions in more 
places. So far we have Sherwood, East Leake, Mansfield Woodhouse, Carrington and Toton listed. 
If you would like an ultreya in your church, then please contact the secretariate; you will not need 
to cover all the roles of an ultreya from your own church/area, so don’t think you can’t have a 
reunion because you don’t have enough local volunteers – we are a servant community and 
supporting one another is what we do. If we can meet in a wider range of locations, we believe 
cursillistas would have a better opportunity to invite more friends to local ultreya’s, show how 
Cursillo encourages and deepens faith, and what a great group of Christians we are!   

The AGM 22nd Nov 25  

1/ Michelle welcomed everyone and opened with prayer. 

2/ The Minutes of the previous annual general meeting were approved. 

3/ Finance Report by Irene Milburn.   

We end the 2025 year with a balance of £17243.07. This however is £1575.59 less than last year’s 
balance (£18818.66). The main reason for this is that we ran a retreat in 2024 whereby most 
attendees paid for themselves. This year we ran a successful Cursillo weekend at Launde which 
was part subsidised by the Southwell & Nottingham group. We have enough in the bank to cover 
two more weekends including any price increase by Launde. 

We do however receive regular giving of approx. £2700 each year plus any gift aid that we can 
claim. I would like to thank once again all those who do kindly donate regularly to our Cursillo 
funds. This is either by monthly or quarterly standing orders; without this support we would not 
be able to run our weekends. 

4/ Lay Director’s Report by Michelle. 

Michelle gave a review of the past year, outlining the monthly Ultreyas and the weekend with 9 
pilgrims. The aim to stay in contact with Cursillistas and to grow SNAC wider through new 
contacts. 

Jeff explained the results of the Survey of Cursillistas - only 32 had replied. 

Denis suggested we needed to recruit new people, particularly under 40yrs old; but the diocese 
would not assist us. He thinks the nature of commitment from young people has changed and is 
different to the traditional view. 

Bernard explained his approaches to new parishes in Mansfield. Denis thought we needed to get 
the vicar on your side - Does the vicar want leaders or workers? We should stress prayer study 
and action. 

We discussed having Ultreyas on Zoom in January and February and one in East Leake after 
easter. We will send a Doodle Poll to find a date. 

5/ Election of officers: 

The current officers all agreed to continue, except for Wendy and Helena. Dian agreed to join. 
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AGM a Newbies view from Dian Harrison  

November 2025 saw me driving to the annual Ultreya and A.G.M. being held this time at St Peter’s 
Church in Toton. 

I was feeling quite flustered when I arrived, as the famous Nottingham road works diversions 
caused me to be late. 

Not to worry-I was greeted with the most wonderful cooking smells, friendly faces, hugs, and an 
offer to get me a hot drink. Moving into the main hall, in front of me was a table covered with 
place settings and wonderful decorations. It was Christmas! 

I had catch up conversations with people I had not seen for a while, and then it was time for 
dinner. The food was as good as it smelt-congratulations to Mal, the chef, and his merry band of 
helpers. The conversation and laughter around the table was a real sign of a family Christmas, and 
that’s what Cursillo is-a family. 

All too soon it was time for the serious part of the Ultreya-the AGM, but not like any AGM I have 
attended during my working life. Whilst it was conducted formally, it was friendly, with lots of 
those around the table asking questions and voicing their thoughts and ideas. 

All too soon the meeting was over and it just remained to exchange goodbyes and Christmas 
wishes with the sure knowledge we would meet again at an Ultreya in the New Year. 

So, my advice is, don’t be put off by the inclusion of the AGM, just come along and celebrate the 
coming birth of our Lord with a wonderful family of friends. 

Members of the secretariat are: 

Spiritual Director   Fr Matthew Askey SR 
Lay Director     Michelle Greenberry  ld.southwellandnottscursillo@gmail.com 
Treasurer    Irene Milburn 
Secretary    Bernard Ory 
BACC/ Midlands rep   Michelle Greenberry  
Communications   Dian Harrison 
SNAC Pre -Cursillo   Hilary Sykes 
Cursillo #78    Bernard Ory and Jeff Moore 
Post Cursillo Rep    The Secretariat 
Palanca rep    Helena Shipston 
Prayer Circle Lead   Hilary Sykes 
 
WAYS TO COMMUNICATE 
 
Southwell and Nottingham Cursillo Facebook page. 
We have a SNAC fb group for information and prayer. To be part of this closed group please send 
in a Facebook request or contact Michelle Greenberry. 
 
WhatsApp group - SNAC. 
We use WhatsApp as a friendly virtual reunion; sharing prayer requests, things we have studied 
and how our Lord is moving us onward - encouraging one another in our walk with God. If you 
would like to be part of this group, please contact Michelle Greenberry. 
 
Website.  http://southwellcursillo.org.uk  This is the link to our web site – thanks to Jeff Moore.  


